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NOTICK— VOLUME NO 5. 
We have been requested by many of our friends 
to ftirnish terms which would enable them to get 
up clubs, so as to still further extend the influence 
and the circulation ot the American Art JouenaLi. 
We do this with pleasure, and thank them tbr the 
suggestion. 

CLUB TEEMS. 

I'or S subscriptions, $25, sent to this office, an extra copy 
of the paper for one year. 

For 10 " $50, two extro copies for one year. 

$100, five extra copies and $16 worth 
of Music inrnished to order. 

$2S0, one extra copy of the paper, and 
a beautiful Carhart & Nced- 
hom Melodeou, valued at $70." 

$600, one extra copy of the paper, and 
a beautiful Carhart & Need- 
ham Parlor Organ, valued at 
$160, or a Wheeler & Wilson 
Sowing Moohine of the same 
value. 

HENRY' C. WATSON & CO., 

American Art Journal Office, 
806 Broadxvay, N. T. 
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This present number does contain an origi- 
nal composition by George P. Bristow, com- 
poser of the opera of " Rip Van Winkle," the 
oratorio, "Praise to God," &c. This vill be 
followed by original compositions by the best 
resident writers in America. These composi- 
tions by Qottschalk, Wehli, Bristow, Goldbeck, 
Fradel, Bassford, Hoffmann, Brandies and 
others, will be published exclusively in this 
paper, and cannot be obtained elsewhere. 

PRIZE COMPOSITIONS. . 

We offer the following prizes for competition, 
among our subscribers whose names are received 
and registered upon our books, during our fifth 
volume, the first number of which will be pub- 
lished on Saturday, April 21st, 1866. 

For the best Te Deum and Jubilate, simplicity 
and excellence desirable, one hundred aud fifty 
dollars. 

For the best simple song, one hundred dollars. 

For the best dramatic song, one hundi-ed dol- 
lars. 

For the. best piano piece in form of Fantasie, 
Reverie, or Gerre composition, one hundred and 
fifty doUars. 



The names of the judges'who will make the 
awards will be shortly announced. 

PRIZE POEHS. ^ 

{Stdiject to the same conditions.) 

For the two best lyric poems, the one s'mple 
narrative, the other dramatic, heroic, ol^of inci- 
dent, one hundred dollars each. 

PRIZE DESIGNS. 

(Subject to the same conditions.) 

For the best original designs, illustrating the 
above subjects, to be engraved or lithographed in 
connection, one hundred dollars each. 

The date at which the compositions should be 
sent, and the manner will be shortly announced. 

All communications, business or otherwise, 
should be addressed to 

HENRY C. WATSON & CO., 

806 Broadway, N. Y. 
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CLOSE OF THE ITALIAN OPERA. 

The Italian Opera, after a varied fortune 
during a few past weeks, closed very brilliant- 
ly. The "Star of the North" attracted a 
crowded audience on Friday evening, and the 
matinee on Saturday, at which " Les Hugue- 
nots " was given, presented an arrtiy of beauty 
and fashion which filled the Academy of Music 
to its utmost capacity. 

Mr. Maretzek's seasons up to December last 
must have been immensely profitable. The 
subscriptions were large, and the outside pub- 
lic rushed in to hear the massive grandeur and 
passio. ate cadences of" L'Africaine," and enjoy 
the fun and the sweetness of Ricci's music in 
"Crispiuo e la Comare," so that the management 
profited largely by a success which was entire- 
ly legitimate. The spring season was not, 
however, so fortunate. Bad weather first in- 
tervened, then followed the season of Lent, 
which in all past experience has proved very 
unfavorable to the fortune of places of amuse- 
ment. We have never known Lent kept so 
strictly as it was this year. It seemed as 
though there was a universal revival in reli- 
gious communities of all denominations. The 
opera had, of course, to suffer with the rest, but 
" La Stella Du Nord" and " Les Huguenots" 
have, in a measure, restored the equilibrium, 
and will leave, at least we hope so, Max Ma- 
retzek still largely the gainer. 

Taking the works one with another, wo have 
rarely had operas better cast throughoutj and 
if in individual merit we could compare the 
past with the present, disadvantageously to 
the latter, we can say with truth, that we have 
never had a better working company, so gen- 
erally competent and excellent throughout, 
while on those important branches the chorus 
and the orchestra, were infinitely better in the 
season just closed, than at any other period of 
the existence of the Italian Opera in New 
York. 

The production of " L'Al'ricane " alone was 
sufficient labor and ample honor for one year's 
work, and there are few living artists who 
could or would have studied its exclusively 



difficult music in the brief time allotted to 
Zucchi, Mazzoleni and Bellini, reud^ring it at 
the same time so grandly, passionately and 
effectively. The same may be said of the or- 
chestra, for we do not believe that the orches- 
tras of London or Paris world have achieved 
such remarkable excellence in the few rehears- 
als permitted to our New York orchestra. But 
the wide and varied experience, the constant 
necessity for rapid reading demanded here 
render our musicians the most available in the 
world, and aided by the comprehensive intelli- 
gence, the perfect control, the, quick, detective 
■ ear, and the firm hand of Carl Bergman, they 
can accomplish in a few hours what others 
would labor at for weeks. 
■ " Crispino e la Comare " and " La Stella da 
Nord," brought forward Miss Clara Louise Kel- 
logg in a more prominent position than any she 
has yet assumed. lu Crispino she created her 
role, for in it no one preceded her in that opera. 
She at once assumed the position as a loading 
artist by her admirable rendering of the music, 
and by her brilliant and characteristic reading 
and admirable acting of tlie same character. 
In the Star of the North she exhibited qualities 
as a vocalist far higher in their flight than any 
she had attempted before, in which she exhibi- 
ted an exquisite purity and melodiousness of 
voice, an irreproachable method, a surprising 
brilliance of executive facility, and a grace, 
naivete, spirit and adaptability, that surpised 
and delighted alike the critic and the public, 
and made for that delightful opera a pro- 
nounced and well deserved success. 

We must not omit to mention among the ex- 
cellent aud conscientious artists who have aided 
in making Maretzek's season so brilliant, the 
names of Miss Adelaide Phillips, Miles. Orlo- 
lani and Bosisio, Signers Massimiliani and 
Iifre. Miss Phillips has had arduous duty to 
perform, and she has sustained and added to 
the brilliant reputation which her talents have 
won for her both in this country and in Europe. 
Both Ortolani and Bosisio have won the ap- 
proval of their audiences, and have risen to a 
high point of appreciation and approval. Mas- 
similiani and Irfre have shown themselves to 
be competent and faithful artists, and have 
made their services highly acceptable to the 
public. 

Mr. Carl Bergmann has won for himself the 
estimation of being the best operatic loader in 
the country. His duties have called for an im- 
mense amount of work,and into this he threw I is 
whole energy, producing, as a result, a greater 
amount of perfection in his department and in 
the operatic ensemble, than we have ever 
reached in New York before. To Signer Tor- 
riani is due much credit for his care in directr 
ing the lighter operas during the season. 

We congratulate Mr. Maretzek upon the 
success of his management. He has produced 
a large and varied repertoire in very excellent 
style, both as to casts and stage managements ; 
he has kept his faith to his subscribers and the 
public, and has confirmed them in the belief 
that he is the right man in the right place, and 
the only manager who can harmonize all the 
opposing musical elements in our goodly cit . 



